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Coral Reef Habitat Loss

Coral reefs are found in shallow, tropical water. Corals are living animals. They build
outside skeletons to shelter and protect themselves. Each skeleton is cemented to its
neighbors. Even after the animal inside dies, its skeleton remains. Over time, these
animals construct a large reef which looks like a colorful maze of castles, caves, and
canyons. Many kinds of animals and plants find food and shelter here.

Reefs are destroyed when they are dredged to make way for harbors and buildings.
Coral is smothered by runoff of soil from construction. Coral, shells, and fish disappear
as they are carried off for collectors. lllegal fishermen try to scare fish from their
homes. Some use dynamite or poison, destroying the coral. When the coral is
destroyed, there is no habitat for other forms of life.

Unscramble the names of the animals living in this reef.
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Body Parts Puzzle

To learn about the orca, cut out and glue the puzzle pieces to the labeled pattern.

£ DORSAL FIN
BLOWHOLE 4
MELON J—

(FOREHEAD) __ TAIL

FLUKES

Bl TRUNK -
PECTORAL s
FLIPPERS

What does a
kilter whale
send
acholocating
sounds
through?

YWhat keeps a killer whale
from rolling over?

What does a
killer whale

breathe through? Whal beats

up and down
to helpa

killer whale

swim?

What catches
and holds
food?

Whal has
patchy caloring
that disguises
a kiiler whale
fram its pray?
What does a kiiler whale
use to start, stop and stear?

Courtesy of Sea World Ohio




